Request for Papers for a Session on Highway Safety in Developing Countries

Transportation Research Board Annual Meeting, January 2007

Sponsor: Sub-Committee on Highway Safety in Developing Countries under TRB ABE90 Committee on Transportation in the Developing Countries

Sub-Committee Chair: Xiaoduan Sun, xsun@louisiana.edu, xdsun@bjut.edu.cn 

Committee Chair: Ralph Gakenheimer, rgaken@mit.edu
Worldwide, an estimated 1.2 million people are killed and as many as 50 million are injured in road crashes each year.  Developing countries account for about 85% of the road traffic deaths and for 90% of the road traffic injury, which lead to the economic cost of 1% -1.5% of gross national product (GNP). As developing countries around the world are more motorized, reducing roadway crashes has become a top priority.

Improving roadway safety requires knowledge and understanding of the problem. While learning from developed countries that have the experience accumulated over the past half century, developing countries also need to study their highway safety problems in order to propose effective crash countermeasures that are unique to their situations. There are many unique problems commonly shared by developing countries such as lack of reliable crash dataset, crash prone overloading trucks, substandard highway design features, poor enforcement as well as wide spread bad and immature driving behaviors. 
To help developing countries as well as developed countries learn and share each other’s experience in highway safety, we invite papers that address the following issues:

· Challenges and the best practice in crash data collection and analysis

· Roadway safety design

· Behavior of roadway users (driver, pedestrian, cyclists and other)

· Effective crash countermeasures

· Highway safety evaluation

· Large vehicle safety

· Policy and enforcement

When submitting your paper, please indicate ABE90 on the Submission Review Form. Papers will not be accepted after August 1 because of the time required for peer review and program development. Paper submission information is posted on the TRB website http://www.trb.org/meeting/. Authors who submit papers in response to this call are requested to send the paper number and title by August 3 to xsun@louisiana.edu. 

