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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

OF CHINESE TRANSPORTATION
PROFESSIONALS

The 5th International Conference of Chinese
Transportation Professionals (581 /E X EZH

GigE AZEBRFEARPITSL), hosted by
Chang’an University will be held in Xian,
China, June 25-26, 2005.

The 2005 conference will cover a wide range of
transportation issues. Considering the pressing
needs in Chinese transportation development,
this conference will focus on the following top-
ics:

1. Highway design and construction

2. Pavement structure, materials,

evaluation techniques

and

3. Highway long-term performance
4. Highway construction and environment
protection

5. Pavement management and maintenance

6. Transportation and land use planning
and integration

7. Highway safety

8. Transportation demand management

9. Transportation economics

10. ITS

11. Public transportation planning and op-
eration

12. Urban transportation policy study

13. Capacity analysis

14. Traffic operation

A peer reviewed conference proceedings will
be published after the conference by a well-
recognized publisher in China. The confer-
ence program will be finalized in May. This
conference will have a record attendance,
including both the NACOTA delegation and
participants in China. The conference is seek-
ing sponsors and exhibitors. For more infor-
mation, please contact Dr. Rongfang Liu at
(973) 596-5884 or rongfang.liu@njit.edu.

NACOTA New Board Members Elected
In 2005

Dr. Yanbin He has fulfilled the two-year term

as members of the Board of Directors and has

stepped down. The following people were

elected or reelected to the NACOTA Board of

Directors in January during the annual meet-

ing:

¢ Dr. Feiyue Wang, Professor, Systems and
Industrial Engineering, Arizona University
(reelected, January 2005—December
2006), (520) 621-6558, fei-
yue@sie.arizona.edu.

¢ Dr. Zhongjie Zhang, Senior Research En-
gineer, Transportation Research Center,
Louisiana Department of Transportation,

(reelected, January 2005—December
2006), (225) 767-9162,
zzhang@dotd.state.la.us.

¢ Dr. Zhanping You, Assistant Professor,
Department of Civil Engineering, Texas
A&M University- Kingsville (January
2005—December 2006), (361)593-2266,
zhanping.you@tamuk.edu.

0 Ms. Michelle Liu, Project Manager, HNTB
Corp (January 2005—December 2006),
(513) 779-7698, mtliul23@yahoo.com.

Congratulations to all new board members!

Please contact your board members with your

ideas and suggestions.
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2005 NACOTA Annual Reception

The 2005 NACOTA Annual Re- was conducted, and awards were  was had by all. For more photo-
ception was held in the Courtyard presented to NACOTA members graphs of the reception, please
Washington Northwest hotel on who made significant contribu- visit the event section of the NA-
the night of January 11, 2005. tions to the organization in the COTA web site

The reception was attended by past year. Many joined NACOTA  (http://www.nacota.org/htdocs/
over a hundred members and as new members and many made  Annual_Meetings/2005/
friends. An election of board new friends. Everyone enjoyed ReceptionPictures/

members for the next two years

the food and drinks—a good time
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The 4th International Conference of Chi-
nese Transportation Professionals (ICCTP-
2004) was successfully held in Wuhan,
China June 15-19t, 2004. This conference
was organized by NACOTA and Wuhan
University of Technology (WUT) and
hosted by WUT. Continuing the success of
the previous conferences, the 4t ICCTP
conference has attracted more than 100
attendees, among them nearly 30 interna-
tional transportation experts from North
America, Japan, and Europe.

In addition to technical presentation ses-
sions, this conference also had special ses-
sions featuring more than a dozen ex-
tended presentations by experts from over-

Left: Wuhan Vice
Mayor Hu Shu-
guang speaking at
the opening of the
conference.
Right: NACOTA
delegation enjoy
the beautiful
scenery of Shen-
nong Creek.

Rongfang (Rachel) Liu, NJIT

The
panel sessions, held on the cruise ship, was a
great stimulator and facilitator for attendees
from different areas and with various re-
search interests to exchange ideas and discuss
transportation problems.

seas and China on various subjects.

Other highlights of the conference are the site
visit to the Three Gorges Dam and the ex-
tended discussions and exchanges on the
cruise ship along the Yangtze River. The con-
ference attendees boarded the cruise ship on
the 3rd day of the conference and toured the
Five-Stage Ship Lock, Shennong Creek, Wu
Gorge, Qutong Gorge, and Three Gorges
Dam. (Visit our web site for more pictures)
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This conference was
a memorable event,
for it was an
excellent opportunity
for colleagues to
exchange knowledge
and ideas and
develop friendship.
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Second NACOTA US-China International Conference
on Pavement Rehabilitation & Maintenance

The Second NACOTA US-China International Con-
ference on Pavement Rehabilitation and Maintenance
was held at Hefei, P.R. China, June 28" -July 2"
2004. The conference was sponsored by North Amer-
ica China Overseas Transportation Association
(NACOTA), Anhui Association of Public Roads, and
supported by Anhui Bureau of Public Roads, Hefei

Wang Lingbin, Louisiana State University

. -i-BERBENE

t International Conference on Pavement Engineering |

Polytechnic University. The conference had the
following events: 1) technical presentations; 2)
field trip of the project sites; and 3) panel discus-
sion and suggestions for potential technical im-
provements. The field trip and panel discussion
were very fruitful to both the participants and the
supporting institutions.

Highway toll collector earns US$1,000 a month

No tie, no high-heeled shoes. Work as a "blue-
collar" toll collector on the highway in east
China's Jiangsu Province, the salary could be
much higher expected by many.

How much? 8,000 yuans (about US$1,000) per
month, other benefits not included, and please
don't be surprised if a monthly basic salary of
10,000 yuan (about US$1,200) is paid.

Such a high salary scale, however, astonished
most of the audiences of a recent meeting in
Nanjing, capital of the province, which focused
on reducing the financial burdens of enterprises
and braking random levies and charges, accord-
ing to a people.com.cn report.

"8,000 yuans or more, yes, | wish | were a toll
collector manning a toll gate on an expressway,"
a deputy director of the provincial Transport
Department satirized.

According to Han Qinghua, deputy secretary of
Jiangsu Provincial People's Government, ex-
pressway operators charge vehicles to repay the
loans with which the highways were built. But it
turned out that the money collected, as often as

not, went to elsewhere rather than to the
banks for loan repayment.

"Some expressway managers spent a large
portion of toll revenues on welfare for their
employees, such as pay rise, instead of repay-
ing the loans in time," explained Han. "Some
others continued to charge vehicles even if the
loans had been paid off."”

Han pointed that some highway operators
deliberately delayed loan repayment by put-
ting the revenue into the pockets of their own
small interest groups, which added to the
heavy burden of both the State and the public
investors.

In the eastern China province, as in other
areas of the country, toll is collected from
vehicles using the expressways, and the
charging standards varies in line with the
quality of highways and the sources of invest-
ment for road construction.

Some of the highway operators charges in
excess of the approved charging standards,
reported Han. (Chinadaily.com.cn, updated:
2004-09-06 17:08)
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Visit our updated web site
Today! www.nacota.org
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Established in January 1996, NACOTA is a non-profit professional or-
ganization with its members who work or study in the transportation or
related fields in North America and who are interested in the transporta-
tion development in China. The main objectives of NACOTA include:
e Promote transportation development in China by providing
technologies and expertise through its members;
e Strengthen the links between transportation professionals and
students in North America and their counterparts in China;
e Promote networking among Chinese overseas transportation
professionals and students; and
e Disseminate information on transportation developments and
major Events in China to NACOTA members and partners in

North America.

NACOTA has over 500 members and friends in North America, China,

and other parts of the world.

MEMBER NEWS

Dr. Jian Lu, Depart-
ment of Civil and Envi-

ronmental Engineering,

University of South
Florida, has been pro-
moted to full professor.
Dr. Lu has been for
years a NACOTA mem-
ber and has served as
president and board

past four years. Con-
gratulations, Dr. Lu!

Dr. Zhongren Peng, De-
partment of Urban Plan-
ning, University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee, has
been promoted to Full
Professor. Dr. Peng is
currently a NACOTA
board member. Con-

neering, University of
Louisiana, has been ap-
pointed as Professor by
Beijing Polytechnic Uni-
versity. She has received
1.8M to perform Jing-
Jin-Tang freeway Safety
evaluation and 2. 2.6M
from the Ministry of
Communications to con-

member. He has been a
Changjiang Scholar at
Southeast University in ¢
Nanjing, China for the
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duct highway safety data
collection and analysis.

Dr. Xiaoduan Sun, De-
partment of Civil Engi-
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e Siemens (http://www.siemens.com/
index.jsp)

e  TranSmart (http://
www.trafficonline.com/)

e JMW Engineering, Inc. (http://
www.jmwengineering.com/)



