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Over the past decade, the People’s Republic of China experienced one 
of the most astounding and enduring periods of economic growth. The 
nominal gross domestic product has surpassed that of France, the 

United Kingdom, Germany, and Japan, such that since 2009, China has become the second largest 
economy in the world after the United States. Meanwhile, China has become a leading producer 
and consumer of automobiles since 2008. Rapid economic growth significantly changes the 
transportation modes in China. More and more households own a car and drive to work or travel 
than ten years ago. Unexpectedly, the traffic safety management of China had fallen behind the 
process of motorization. According the estimate of WHO, the number of road accident fatalities 
accounts for about 20% of the total traffic fatalities in the world. 
 
Traffic injury is a major public health problem in China and has attracted more and more attention 
from both the government and the public. The traffic safety problem in such a large, rapidly 
developing and highly-populated country could be quite different from many developed countries. 
On the one hand, the developed and motorized countries have gone through stages of motorization 
and have valuable lessons that can benefit the developing countries. On the other hand, China has 
special characteristics that require careful assessment of the applicability of countermeasures from 
these developed countries. Therefore, it is of great significance for the journal of Accident 
Analysis and Prevention to organize a special issue to focus on the major challenges and solutions 
to the traffic safety problems of China. 
 
The special issue aims to collect recent original research with the theme “Traffic Safety in China: 
Challenges and Countermeasures”. Papers submitted to this special issue are expected to deal with 
economic, regulatory, behavioral or empirical aspects of traffic safety in China. It will carry the 
revised and substantially extended versions of selected papers presented at the 14th COTA 
International Conference of Transportation Professionals (CICTP2014), which were held in July 
2014 in Changsha, China and co-organized by the Chinese Overseas Transportation Association 
(COTA) and the Central South University. We also strongly encourage researchers who were 
unable to participate in the conference to submit papers for this call. 
 
Potential topics of interest include, but are not limited to: （投稿主题） 
•Current traffic safety situation and the future trends in China 
•Basic characteristics and major pattern of traffic crashes in China 
•Drivers’ attitude and behavior towards safe driving 
•Other traffic participants (e.g., moped rider, pedestrian) traffic behavior and safety consciousness 



•Vehicle safety performance evaluation and design 
•Design, implementation and evaluation of countermeasures for reducing crashes in China 
•Data analytics and intelligent systems for crash injury and damage management 
•Advanced modeling and statistical analysis for crash prevention 
 
All manuscripts will be submitted via the Journal Accident Analysis and Prevention online 
submission system at http://ees.elsevier.com/aap/default.asp. When the paper is being submitted 
for consideration for publication in this special issue, please choose Manuscript “Article Type” of 
the submission procedure and click “Traffic Safety in China”, otherwise your submission will be 
handled as a regular manuscript. All submissions will be subject to the journal’s standard peer 
review process. Criteria for acceptance include originality, contribution, and scientific merit. For 
author guidelines, please visit the website of the Journal. 
 
Critical dates（关键日期） 
 
Submission window open: October 20, 2014 
Submission deadline: January 31, 2015 
Review reports: May 31, 2015 
Revised paper submission: June 31, 2015 
Final manuscript: July 31, 2015 
Planned publication: October 2015 
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